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With these words

thesettlement
firstknown

as
SquankumthenWilliamstown

petitioned
the

Governorfor
anActbythe

GeneralAssembly
toform

anew
Township

tobe calledMonroefrompartof
the

Township ofWashingtonin
the

Countyof CamdenTaxable
inhabitantsconvenedatthe

house
of

Charles Hustedfor
the

purpose

of

electingofficers The readingof

the Act
was

performed

by
John

Bodine

On

March9

2009Monroe
Township

beganits
150th

year

In
celebration

of

this

historicevent

and

anotherhistoric

eventthat
beingthe 100thanniversary

of

the
WilliamstownFire

CompanyMayor
Michael

Gabbiannellihas
designated

the

week
beginning

August

15
2009through

August
222009

asthe
official

Town

celebration
YOUARE

WELCOMED
TOATTEND AND ENJOYALL

OFTHE
FUN

AND

FESTIVITIES
AS

OUTLINEDHERE
ArtIHistOryContestReception

The
Historical

Societysent
out

a

challenge
to

the

students
ofMonroe

Townshipto
submit

their concept
ofthis historicanniversary

by

art
poetryessay

or
musicWe

havereceived
suchtalentedentrieswe

cordially

invite

youto

attend

theopening

ofan
exhibit

of

the
studentsresponse

A
receptionwillbe

held
on

SundayJuly
262009attheReading

Room
MainandLibrary Streetsnextto

the
GrandTheatrefrom100

p
mto4 00pm

Music
willbeprovidedbySandy

Beth
MunyanKellyMunyan AlexandraWearand

Caitlyn
McAloonunderthedirection

of

Debbie
KraussThere

will

be
Peoples

Choicevoting
throughoutthecelebrationwith

prizes

awarded
atthe closing

ceremonies
150tb

GrandCelebration
andParadeTheWilliamstown

Fire

Company
issponsoring a GrandParade

whichwill
be

on

Saturday
August

15

2009
beginningat

1
00p

mat
the

Middle

School
TheParade

will
proceed

down

Church

Street to
Main

Street
and

then
to

the

Fire
HouseThere
will

be

an
Open

House
and

Beer

Garden
at

theFireCompany
The

Ireland

House

and
Reading

Room

will

beopen
for

visitors

prior

toand
following

the

Parade

toprovidean
additional

opportunity

forvoting
of

the

student

art
history

contestkIo1i
0
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On
Sunday

August162009
beginning

at

1

00p
m

a

self

conductedtour
of

several

historic

Williamstownchurches
will

take

place

Youare
cordially

invited

to

participatein
this

prayerful afternoon
Each

church

willhave
an

Open

House

startingwith
a

short
prayer

service

for
the

people
of

Monroe

Township
beginning

at
1

00

p
m

at
New

Brooklyn

Methodist
Church

Malaga
Road

and
New

Brooklyn

Road

200 p

m
First

Presbyterian3
00p mFirst

Methodist

Church
bothonMain

Street
4

00

p

m
Downer

MethodistChurch
FriesMillRoadNew

BrooklynMethodist
andFirst Methodist

will
be

celebratingtheir
50thnext yearPresbyterian

Church
1840

If
you

would

like
tocarpoolorneed

a

ride
for

the

Church
Pilgrimage

please
contact

Susanne

856
629

3368
Monday

Aue

ust
17

2009
At

7
30

p
m

you

are

invitedto a PorchLawn

concertat
the

Ireland
Houseon

Main

Street

andBlue

BellRoads
presented

bythe
Sweet

Adelines

The
women

barbershop

singers

willperform

patriotic
songsand

historicsongs
inkeeping witha

gentler

time
Theyhave

promisedsome
sing

alongs
sowe

need
your

voices

Following
theconcert

we
willhave

acandlelight
tour

of

the
HousePlease

bring
yourlawn chairs Inthe

eventof
rain

we
willretreat

tothe
ReadingRoomone

block
down

MainStreet
at

Library

next
to

Grand

Theatre
TuesdayAue

ust18
2009

OnTuesday
severalWilliamstown Associationsincluding

the

Women
sClub

and
WilliamstownAlliance

willbe
presentingan1859dinner

at

the

PfeifferCommunity

Center
byinvitation

WednesdayAue
ust19

2009
Parksand

Recs
underthedirection

of
Jim

Bonderwill
bescreeningthemovieInvincible

which
isthelife storyofformer

Phila
EagleVincePapaliVincePapali

will
bemakinga guestappearanceThe

movie
willbeshownatOwens

Field
Rt555Williamstown Bringalawn

chair
Startsat700

p

m



Thursday AUlWst 20 2009
If you are interested in attending the
Civil War Ball period dress is

encouraged but not required If you

are

interestedin
having

a

gown
madewe haveseveral
seamstresses

who

are
sewing

dresses
Forfurtherinformation concerning
the

Ball
dresses

etcpleasecall

856
6293368If

you

sew
yourself

there

arepatterns
out
thereat

JoAnns
or onthe

internet
Lindaourdancecallerreminds

the
ladiesto weartheirgloves

Light
refreshmentswillbe

availablein
case

anyone

gets
the

vaporsFriday
AUlWst

21

2009HallStreetLittle
School
reunionandhistoricWalk
Down
Old

Main

Street We
cordially

invite

all

to attend
a

HallStreetreunion

atthe
LittleSchoolonHall Street just

off ofMain Street behind
the

Library

at7
30p

m
Ifyouare

not
yeta

member
oftheHallStreetSchool

Alumni
andBooster

AssociationFriday
nightwould

be

a
good

time

to
stop

by
Followinga

gettogether at theSchool
we

will
take

awalk
alongMain

Street

narrated

using

a

handwritten

history

from

the
late

l800swhichdescribesMain

Street
as

it

was

We

will
end

up

at

theReading
Room

for

coffee
and

more
voting

of
the art

history
entries

We

hopeeveryone
will

take

the

time
to
visit

Old

Williamstown
during

these

celebration

days

Saturday

AUlWst222009 Closingceremoniesare

planned

at

Owens
Fieldwhich
will
include

atown picnic
inflatables

for

our
young
ins
entertainment

fireworksandlots

of
goodold hometownfun400 to10 00

p
m

During

thiscelebrationwe
will

belookingback
over

the
last150 years but then we

will get back to our own

lives and

our
own

historiesthatwe
are

making
in

our

ownplace
in

timeAswecontinueour
journey

down
Main

Streetdaytodaywe
can
t

help

butthink
of

those

whowalkedMain
Street

before
us

Ihave
no

doubt
we

willmakeeveryeffort astheydidtopreserve

our
hometown

to

thebestofourability
on

our
watch

Hopefully

whentheycelebratethenext
l50th

there

will

stillbea
Historical

Society
rememberingall of

us
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corcfia
Cy

invitecf

to
attencf

a
6a

to6eie
cf7liurscfay

fugust 20
2009

starting
at6 00p

m
to

9
00

p
m

at

t
iePfeiffer

Community
Center

MainStreet
ancf

CJ3

ue

CJ3eC
c

Rpacfs
Wi

iamstownNJ
You

cfo

not

neecf

tok nowtiecfances

a

ieacf
of

time

7lie

cfances
wier6etaUfJitQJiuI9anfeCa

Cer
Lincfa

J
arting

Dances
wi

incCude

VirginiaRee
Patticafe

Pofa

1fine
PinsSerman

Wa

tz

Snow6a
Ree

intermission

Wfiat
s

sood
for

tfie

Soose

is

sood
for

tfie

sander

Tennessee

Travefer

Gotfiic
Dance

Cari

on
deDunfirque

rBroom

Wa

tz

Periocf
cfressis

encouragecf
ancf
Cacfiesareremincfecfto

wear
t ieir

gwvesqentCemanin
mifitary
uniforms

are

requestecf
to

remove
tieir iedpCates

Non

reenactors

are

ask

cf

to

cfress
appropriateCy

as

for

any

cfance
ick

ts

are

10

00
PCease

sencf

c

ieck

ormoney
orcfer

to

Monroe

owns

iip
J

istoricaC

Society

313
Sout

i

Main
StreetWi

iamstown
NJ08094

for

your

tick

ts
Por

furtierinformation
Contact

Susanne

1
c1

ee

@
856

629

3368

Port
iose

w
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6rusiup

on
proper

etiquette
iere

are

some
we6sites

t
iat

are

most
informative

Ba
P

tiquette
ittp

www

civiCwarcfance
org

articCes
itm

BaCC

c
R

pom
P

tiquette

Victoriana
ittp

www
victoriana

com

P
tiquette

6aCCroomcfancing
itm



School Tours
This year we hosted Holly Glen Radix

Elementary and Whitehall students 300

strong on multiple days touring the
Ireland Hofer House Reading Room
Williamstown

s

first
library

andHallStreet

LittleSchool
We

have

a

teamof volunteers

who
man

thebuildings
inperiod clothingand

present

living
historyexhibitsto

the
children

This

year

Wayne Johnson
a

CivilWarhistory
interpreter
came

in

full
uniform

totheReadingRoomWayne
was
dressed

complete

with
spurs

ashewas

infull
calvary
uniform

I

never
realized

how
hard

it

isto
walk

in

spurs

until
I

saw

Wayne

We

would
also

liketothank
George

Bopp

and

Gary
Bopp who

worked

on

the
train

at

the

Little

School
They

gave

up

several

Saturdays
in

order

to

reconfigure

the
tracks

and

the

train

ismostpopularwith
our

young
visitors

who
really

appreeiated
their

good
work

Hie

h

School

HistoryExhibit
Jackie

Flintalsocoordinateda
World

War

II
history

exhibit

at

the

high

school

in

whichahighlightwasLeon Rennebaum shistoryLeon

was
the

most
decorated Gloucester

County
veteran

of
World

War

II

Jackiewho
is

aBoardmember
at

theMillvilleAirfield

Museum used herexperience
at

boththat
facility

and
the

WiIliamstown
Historical

Society
to

present
a

fantasticexhibit
toinspire our high

school students
The
Historical

Societywillalsobe
maintaininga

continuinghistoryexhibit
at

the
newLibraryon

Marsha

A
venue

after
its

openingA
specialthank

youshoutouttoJackie
who

picked
up

all

of
the

art
contest

entries
throughouttheschool

district

and
got

themsafelyto

the

Reading
Room

This

was
no

small
task

whenyou

see

the

delicate

three

dimensional

projects
that

were

created
Thanks

again
Jackie

School
Library

Outreach

Maureen
Coelho

School
Librarian

was

appointed

by
Superintendent

Chuck

Earlingashis
liaison

to

the
Historical

1f

i

SocietyBoardMaureen
suggested

that

5we
provide

atreasurechestto
the
school

ti1V
libraries

and

fill

the

chest
with

pieces
oft

t
Williamstown

history
such

astiflt

I

FT
photographs

that

the

teachers

couldt
borrow

for

their
respective

classes

The

items
inthechests
could

be

changed

each

year

to

promote
interest

amongthe
students

Jackie
Flint

our
Curator

hasbeen
working

with

Maureen

and
she

has

prepared

chests

for
the
Middle

School
Holly

Glen
and

WhitehallWe hopetoextendthis
programtosomeofthe

private

schools
inthecommunityin

thenewschoolyear cj



Letter from Jesse Hendrickson
At our last Historical Society meeting
Alexandra Vandelft attended Alexandra

you may know had an antique shop in
Pitman for many years She has visited
us before and

gave
us

copies

of

Glass

House

script
and

copies
of

the
Williamstown

train
schedules

This
time

Alexandra

gave
usacopyofaletter

that waswritten
byJesseW

Hendrickson
to

his
cousin

Jessie
HeritageTheletter was

written

July

31
1955

when

MrHendrickson
was

living

at

the

Odd

Fellows

Home Here

are

a
few

excerpts
Old

Gilda
Chew

toldme
sheboughtmanya

quartjug
ofrum for

12
cents

UncleJimmie
was

a
glassblower

Couldn
t

read
orwrite

but
couldcountmoney

and
save

itSteven
Parkwasasoldier

inthe
CivlWar

wasa
prisoner

of
War

in
a
Rebel

Prison
Didn

tget
freed

for
awhileaftertheWarAll

hisfolks
thought

himdead

as

they
hadnt

heard

fromhimfor a

long

timeHis motherand

father
justfinishing

supper
He

walked in

and
saidHelloFolks

His

mother

was
glad
toseehim

swooned
anddiedat

the

table
Someof

the

folks

said
Steveyou

should
notofcame

home
without

lettingus
knowHestayeduntil

afterburial
andsaid I

won
t

bother
you

any
more

Heleftandwas
neverheard

of againDadfarmedtheGarwood
and

Bodinefarm
out

ClaytonRoad
You

willknow
it

as
the

Ed

Evans
Farm

Dad

raised

steers
and

hogsand

chickens
eggs

milkall
kinds of vegetablesfor

the

Glass
House

Store

TheGlass Storehad their
moneycalledShin

Plasters

Only

moneyglass

blowers
gotHad

to
spend

itincompany storeGrandfather
got

paidin
Shin

Plasters
Whenhe
shoda

blower

sdriving
horse

mother
saida
lot
ofGrandfather
sfriends
Would

you

trade me2
good

dollars

for2dollars
of

Shin
Plasters

I

want

togo
on
train

to
visit myrelatives

There
was

a
lot

ofbig
woodsbetween
Cross

Keys

and

Williamstown

when
I
was

asmall boyaToll
Gate
about
a

14 mile
from

ourhouse

on

North

Main
Street

Dadwould pay
toll

toget
to
Williamstown

WhenwewerekidsUncle
George

was

agreatuser

of
JapaneseOilforbruisesand sprainsand

a

tonic

called
Kidney

Wort
These

are

just a
few

samples

from
this

wonderful

piece
of

history

We

have
several

handwritten

diaries

that
families have

shared

with theHistorical
Society
that

are
just

fantasticWe
knew

about

the
Williamstown
Toll

Gate

which
was

at
the

northernmostexitdrivewayfromHolly
Glen

School
Wehad

RickCoe

someyears

back
researchthedeedstoproveits

location
but

this

firsthand

account

of

someone
usingthe

TollGateis
wonderfulto

find
If

youhave
any

handwritten

histories

or

lettersinyourfamily

theHistorical

Society
wouldlovetohaveacopyforourfilesTheygiveusawindowintothepastthatisotherwiselostforeverThank

youAlexandraonce

again
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